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Mr. Lon Thomas
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Salt Lake City, UT 84107

Dear Mr. Thomas:

On September 4,2002, we received your lequest to purchase dolomite from the Browns Canyon

Community Pit located in the SETNW% of Section 20, T. 1 S., R. 5 E' Your proposal was to

purchase the material in order to crush and sell dolomite for use as an aggfegate for road

construction, etc. On September 18,2002you were informed by this office that an archaeological

clearance would have to be completed of the proposed mine area and access rout{s), and that an

Environmental Assessment would have to be prepared by the Bureau of Land Management

(BLM) before a sale could be made. On Januiry 27, 2003, SWCA' Inc. submitted the results of a

Class III cultural resources inventory for the subject lands to Salt Lake Field Office

Archaeologist, Laird Naylor.

In our letter of September 18,20}2,you were requested to 1) flag the perimeter of the proposed

mine site; 2) indicate on a map your proposed access route into tbe mine area; and 3) provide a

topographic map or sketch map-showing the complete layout of your proposed mining activities

*itnln t't e community pit. OnMarch tl,ZOOl you submitted a letter and sketch map to the BLM

that showed your proposed access route and stated that the mine plan you had submitted to the

Utah Division of Oil,-Gas and Mining (UDOGM) on May l, 2000 included the proposed

dolomite extraction area on BlM-managed lands'

While reviewing a copy of the Plan you submitted to UDOGM, it became apparent that additional

information would be iequired befoie this office could complete an Environmental Assessment

and a mineral material sale could occur. ln your Plarq there was no discussion of any other

material to be mined, other than the Nugget Sandstone. There is a discussion of crushing waste

sandstone for use as an aggregate to be used as road base, but no discussion ofyour current

proposal to mine dolomite orlimestone from BlM-managed lands for use as aggregate. Because

the minerals you propose to mine from the community pit area are from a separate rock unit,

designated ur th. T*in Creek Limestone, it seems obvious that the existing Plan does not address

actiiities proposed to occur on BLM managed lands. In addition, acreage determinations, mining

methods, quarry dimensions, etc. discussed in the Plan you submitted to UDOGM have no

apparent relationship to your proposed activities on the BLM portion'

It is our opinion that the easiest way for you to acquire a contract to remove mineral materials

from the subject community pit is irovide the information described in BLM's Mineral Material

Regulations'at 43 CFR 360b. In order for the Salt Lake Field Offrce to be able to complete an

Environmental Assessment for your proposed activities, please provide the following information

at your earliest convenience:
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I . What is the total acreage proposed to be disturbed within the Browns canyon

Community Pit area?

2. How do you propose to conduct your mining and crushing operation on BLM lands?

will you drili and blast? Do you propose to excavate the material using a ripper or

excavator? Will you use a bulldozer? What type of equipment do you plan to use to

conduct operations? Do you intend to move the mined rock to a separate area to be

crushed oi do you propose to crush the material on-site, within the community pit?

Please explain.

3. What will the dimensions of the proposed pit be at the conclusion of operations? Please

provide a description ofthe lengttq width and depth of your proposed excavation within

the community pit area.

4. How long do you propose to conduct operations within the Browns Canyon community

pit area? When do you anticipate completing reclamation of the site?

5. On a mine map received by the Salt Lake Field Office on March 5' 2003' you show two

access roads leading onto BLM lands. On a separate map received by this office March

13, 2003, you showa single road that apparently crosses a topsoil stockpile. Which road

is correct? Do you intend to place your access road across the topsoil stockpile? Please

be advised that if an access road were to be constructed across a topsoil stockpile, the

contained microbes and seed base would be destroyed by shutting off the natural oxygen

supply. Pleaseexplain.

6. On your mine map received by this office on March 5,2003, you state that you do not

anticipate having any waste from the operation as all material derived will be broken

dowrrand utilized ai road base or fill. On the map you submitted to this offrce on March

1 3 , 200 3 , you show a waste dump along the northern margin of your operation. Please

explain.

Please provide the requested information at your earliest convenience. The onset of mining

activitiis or the removal ofrock from the subject lands cannot be authorized until we have

received the requested information, and the environmental assessment (EA) has been completed.

Additional information may be requested at a later time to complete the EA. All subsequent

information requests may potentially delay our processing of the permit.

Thank you for your cooperation. lfyou have any questions, or require additional informatiorl
please contact Michael Ford of my staff at (801) 977-4360.

Sincerelv.

M
Brad D. Palmer
Assistant Field Offrce Manager,
Non-Renewable Resources

D. Wayne Hedberg
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining


